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SUMMARY OF KEY REGULATIONS AND POLICIES
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COUNTRY APPLICABLE REGULATIONS AND POLICIES

Nigeria

Ghana

Ivory 
coast

Companies and Allied Matters Act (CAMA) – requires that organisations wishing to receive donor 
funding or enjoy tax exemptions and other similar benefits must register or be incorporated under 
CAMA and given charitable status.

Income Tax Act 2015 – corporate entities and individuals engaging in corporate social activities to 
charitable organisations are tax-exempt. NGOs are also accorded benefits in terms of tax 
exemption. 
Value Added Tax Act 2013 outlines various exempt supplies and relief items which may positively 
affect operations of NGOs.
Ghana Social Enterprise Policy –developed to promote and grow social enterprises as a means of 
improving livelihoods, particularly among the youth of the country.

The draft Trust Bill – seeks to provide a regulatory framework for public and private Trusts as well 
as NGOs and CSOs, which will be viewed separately from for-profit companies.
Venture Capital Act (2004) – offers incentives to venture capital investors in the form of taxexempt 
status for funds and returns to investors.

OHADA Uniform Act on Company Law – the country is part of the Organization for Harmonization 
of Business Laws in Africa (OHADA). The main statute governing companies is thus the OHADA 
Uniform Act.

2016 National Corporate Social Responsibility Policy – seeks to enhance CSR in the country.

Companies Income Tax Act (CITA) –outlines that any company making donations to organisations 
with charitable status shall enjoy tax deductions not exceeding 10 percent of the total annual 
profits. Charitable organisations/non-profit organisations (NPOs) are tax-exempt.

Value-Added Tax (VAT) Act – as per the act, any goods purchased for use in donor-funded 
humanitarian projects are zero rated for VAT

Finance Act that exempts startups with annual revenues of ~US$ 65,000 (₦25 million) from paying 
taxes.

Senegal

Sierra 
Leone

Côte D’Ivoire Customs Code – offers 100% duty and tax exemption for the import and export of 
food and non-food items.

Senegal Startup Act (2019) – aimed at developing growth of the startup ecosystem.

Investment Code (2004) – provides incentives to investors that 'create new enterprises, create 
jobs, and develop enterprises' in underserved regions of the country.

OHADA Uniform Act on Company Law – the country is part of the Organization for Harmonization 
of Business Laws in Africa (OHADA). The main statute governing companies is thus the OHADA 
Uniform Act.

VAT Act – charitable activities related to health and education are tax-exempt. Companies 
investing at least US$ 31,479 (XOF 15 million) in setting up activity in the social sector (including 
activities related to health, education and training) are exempted from customs on imported 
equipment for 3 years; receive a 3-year deferral on payment of VAT; receive a reduction of 50 
percent of taxable income for 5 years for up to 40 percent of the investment; and are exempted 
from payroll tax for up to 8 years.

Personal Income Tax Act (PITA) – the profits of any company engaged in charitable, activities are 
exempted from income tax provided such profits are not derived from a trade or business 
conducted by the organisation.

Liberia

Sierra Leone’s National Revenue Authority Act – NGOs are accorded public benefit status and 
therefore qualify for tax exemptions.

Liberia Revenue Code of 2000 – exempt registered non-profits from paying taxes. Furthermore, 
income of private foundations, corporations, community chests, funds and foundations organised 
and operated for religious or charitable purposes is tax- exempt. Additionally, to encourage 
philanthropy, deductions of up to 15% of the taxpayer’s taxable income are made for 
philanthropic contributions.

Income Tax Act of 2000 –charitable organisations are exempted from tax income under the Act 
except for property income and on income from a business that is not related to the function 
constituting the basis for the organisation’s exemption.
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